
Parent Survey Summary
Program Name: San Francisco Department of

Public Health
Month and Year
Collected:

September
2010 

School Name: Sunnyside Set ID: 4516

School Enrollment: 323 Date Report Generated: 04/26/2011

Enrollment within Grades Targeted by
SRTS Program:

323 Number of
Questionnaires
Analyzed for Report:

143

Number of Questionnaires Distributed: 323   

This report contains information from parents about their children's trip to and from school. The report also reflects
parents' perceptions regarding whether walking and bicycling to school is appropriate for their child. The data used in this
report were collected using the Survey about Walking and Biking to School for Parents form from the National Center for
Safe Routes to School.

Sex of children for parents that provided information
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Grade levels of children represented in survey
       

Grade levels of children represented in survey

Grade in School
Responses per

grade

Number Percent

Kindergarten 34 24% 

1 34 24% 

2 29 21% 

3 25 18% 

4 15 11% 

5 2 1% 

6 1 1% 

No response: 0
Percentages may not total 100% due to
rounding. 
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Parent estimate of distance from child's home to school
     

Parent estimate of distance from child's home to school

Distance between
home and school Number of children Percent

Less than 1/4 mile 25 20% 

1/4 mile up to 1/2 mile 15 12% 

1/2 mile up to 1 mile 19 15% 

1 mile up to 2 miles 34 27% 

More than 2 miles 35 27% 

Don't know or No response: 15
Percentages may not total 100% due to rounding. 

 Page 3 of 13



Typical mode of arrival at and departure from school
             

Typical mode of arrival at and departure from school

Time of Trip Number
of Trips Walk Bike School

Bus
Family
Vehicle Carpool Transit Other

Morning 142 17% 0.7% 2% 68% 1% 10% 0.7% 

Afternoon 136 17% 0.7% 4% 64% 2% 13% 0% 

No Response Morning: 1
No Response Afternoon: 7
Percentages may not total 100% due to rounding. 
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Typical mode of school arrival and departure by distance child lives from school

 

          

 

      
 

         

 

        
 

         

 Page 5 of 13



Typical mode of school arrival and departure by distance child lives from school

School Arrival

Distance Number within
Distance Walk Bike School

Bus
Family
Vehicle Carpool Transit Other

Less than 1/4 mile 25 40% 4% 0% 48% 0% 4% 4%

1/4 mile up to 1/2 mile 15 47% 0% 0% 47% 0% 7% 0%

1/2 mile up to 1 mile 19 16% 0% 11% 58% 0% 16% 0%

1 mile up to 2 miles 34 6% 0% 0% 88% 3% 3% 0%

More than 2 miles 35 3% 0% 3% 86% 3% 6% 0%

Don't know or No response: 15
Percentages may not total 100% due to rounding. 

School Departure

Distance Number within
Distance Walk Bike School

Bus
Family
Vehicle Carpool Transit Other

Less than 1/4 mile 25 48% 4% 4% 32% 0% 12% 0%

1/4 mile up to 1/2 mile 15 33% 0% 0% 60% 0% 7% 0%

1/2 mile up to 1 mile 19 11% 0% 16% 58% 5% 11% 0%

1 mile up to 2 miles 30 3% 0% 0% 80% 7% 10% 0%

More than 2 miles 35 6% 0% 3% 83% 0% 9% 0%

Don't know or No response: 19
Percentages may not total 100% due to rounding. 
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Percent of children who have asked for permission to walk or bike to/from school by
distance they live from school

     

Percent of children who have asked for permission to walk or bike to/from school by
distance they live from school

Asked Permission? Number of Children Less than
1/4 mile

1/4 mile up
to 1/2 mile

1/2 mile up
to 1 mile

1 mile up
to 2 miles

More than
2 miles

Yes 49 30% 27% 63% 41% 34%

No 77 70% 73% 37% 59% 66%

Don't know or No response: 17
Percentages may not total 100% due to rounding. 
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Issues reported to affect the decision to not allow a child to walk or bike to/from school by
parents of children who do not walk or bike to/from school

             

Issues reported to affect the decision to allow a child to walk or bike to/from school by
parents of children who already walk or bike to/from school
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Issues reported to affect the decision to allow a child to walk or bike to/from school by
parents of children who already walk or bike to/from school

Issue Child does not walk/bike to school Child walks/bikes to school

Safety of Intersections and Crossings 85% 69%

Distance 79% 85%

Speed of Traffic Along Route 78% 62%

Amount of Traffic Along Route 76% 62%

Violence or Crime 69% 46%

Weather or climate 67% 62%

Adults to Bike/Walk With 65% 69%

Time 64% 54%

Crossing Guards 58% 54%

Convenience of Driving 55% 54%

Child's Participation in After School Programs 55% 62%

Sidewalks or Pathways 52% 38%

Number of Respondents per Category 118 13

No response: 12
Note:
--Factors are listed from most to least influential for the 'Child does not walk/bike to school' group.
--Each column may sum to > 100% because respondent could select more than issue
--The calculation used to determine the percentage for each issue is based on the 'Number of Respondents per Category' within
the respective columns (Child does not walk/bike to school and Child walks/bikes to school.) If comparing percentages between
the two columns, please pay particular attention to each column's number of respondents because the two numbers can differ
dramatically. 
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Parents' opinions about how much their child's school encourages or discourages walking
and biking to/from school

     

Parents' opinions about how much fun walking and biking to/from school is for their child
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Parents' opinions about how healthy walking and biking to/from school is for their child
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Comments Section

SurveyID Comment

587453 We live too far away

587476 Is very healthy walking or biking but unfortunately this city is not safe

587506 We used to walk a few blocks before taking the bus, that way we can talk about school and how was her class etc.
Walk or bike to school it's really fun and healthy

587555 Sometimes my daughter and I walk to and from together. I would never at any age let her walk alone.

587605 We would bike if there were bike racks. We need crosswalk signs in the middle of the actual road like they have on
San Bruno have in S.B. to slow traffic for school children crossing.

587640 My husband walks our child to school daily.

587646 Sunnyside policy of not allowing students to leave bikes locked at school makes it impossible for them to bike there.
We hate driving as we're only 1.5 miles away but at this point that's too far for them.

587655 SFUSD did not let us send our child to the school closest to our house. This survey feels like adding insult to an
injury. Distance and elevation difference makes it hard and time consuming. Public transportation is infrequent (every
half hour) and unreliable. We would like to be assigned to the school next to our house. It is only 2 blocks away. We
would certainly walk there.

593311 I would like to use a bicycle, but unfortunately I feel it's not safe in this city.

593647 The school does currently require the student's teacher to see the adult who is picking the child up, whihc seems to
discourage children from traveling to and from school independantly.

593663 We don't walk home because my kids are too tired after school and we have a steep hill on the way home.

593665 My children are in K and this is too young to walk distance to school. Unlikely they can travel alone in city while in
elementary schoool. Unfortunately.

593670 We live on top of a big hill so it's tiring for her to walk home plus she has a younger brother who can't make the walk.

593676 The lack of a true neighborhood school system in SF makes walking/biking to school very hard.

587455 Walks with an adult

587498 Main reason is distance

587521 There are approximately three dangerous, confusing intersections from my home to sunnyside. I would love o have
my child bike or even walk to school but the entire route is simply congested and not pedestrian friendly.

587540 Sunnyside Elementary needs bike lock-up faciiities in order for kids to ride to school.

587629 What's the point of this survey

587668 One large hill and one small hill primarily prevent us from walking to school.

593675 We live on a very steep hill. Difficult to bike home. Walking is also a challenge. Normally takes 20-25 minutes to get
home if walking.

593683 Too far.

587492 We live to far from school for walking/biking to school.

587502 Why is there no bike rack? We would bike partway if there were a place to lock the bikes. Tihs would help the parking
issues!

587697 I would love her to ride or walk but she fights it. Time in morning is limited due to work/commute.

593656 I would let my child walk or bike if distance were not too far.

593682 My daughter she still too young to walk to school by herself. She still in first grade.

587450 The biggest influence3 on whether we walk is whether I have to take his younger sister somewhere afterwards
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587608 YMCA should allow children to walk and sign themselves in/out. Sunnyside should have scooter and bike storage
available.

587619 Both of my sons walk home on occasion from school. They hold hands when crossing streets. I would say once or
twice a week, their father picks them up on other days.

587635 SFUSD policy of not letting children attend their neighborhood schools significantly impacts our mode of
transportation. Our neighborhood school is a few blocks away ona much safer route and is completely compatible
with walking/biking. Instead the lottery system forces us to attend a different school and drive more often- terrible
system!!!

593654 More kids walking to school makes it easier for more and more kids to do so. Betting crossing guard on monterery
would help- walking kids ALL THE WAY across the street.

587477 We LOVE walking to school. If her friends walked too, I would let her go without an adult.

587589 She is very young but if there was a group that walked or biked I would not mind alternating to the group 1 day per
week.

593649 Please do not encourage our kids to ride on bike to school. Please do not put our kids life on risk.

587568 Too young!

 Page 13 of 13


